Equity has become the priority in
the education pollcy agenda again.
Key documents of the EU as well as
of Its member countries stress the
importance of access to education
from all Important aspects — aco-
nomic rationality and effectiveness,
soclal coheslon and stabllity of
soclety, personal development and
Justice. Understanding the role of
Inequalities in access to higher
lewels of education Is therefore one
of main research objecthves.

The new Education Pollcy Centre
study Whe [s more egual? Access to
European tertfary education during
last fifty years (Jan Koucky, Ales
Bartuidek and Jan Kovafovic) analy-

ses the development In tweanty- giqust?
three Eurcpean countries, using Wiho s MO rilary Eticin?
data from three rounds of the Euro- ‘ m...mium'ﬂnﬂ'::',::
pean Soclal survey. The analyses Quring
published In the study as well as In Anatyuoan sty
the preceding working paper were
carrled out also for the OECD The-
matic Review of Terttary Education. ot
Raceh) fi- L garulnk it ANTHEE
Jnm Tasesy

In progress from elite to mass and
universal systems of tertiary education
inequities in access persist, partly
being transferred within the system.

EPC PROUECT ON A CCESS TO EDLFCATHON

Tha project Acoass to Eduration: Trends and Patterns in the
Crach Rapubiic snd tha Foropasn Porspoctiva bullds an
pramding activitis of the Education Polioy Certra (EPC), as
equity lssues are one of s maln thamss. Tha project,
oommencad in 2008 and 1o be concluded atthe and of 2008, has
thires main stages.

Tha first stage focused on studying avallable |teraturs and
databases, Ore of s almswas to find out boss and towhat
antanit tha data from the first two rourds of tha European
Soclal Survay (E55 1-2) can be used for axamining and analysing
tha long-tamn developmant of ineguitias In socess to tartlary
education, and for alaborating and Interpreting Indices and
modals of Intergereration traremizion of Inequities. Tha
outcomes of the first stage ware publshed in Jure 2007 as a
warking papar inequality snd A cass to Tartlery Educstfon:
Europaan Countries TOE0-2005,

Thia second stage concludad by tha e study bas mora
ambhtlous alrme and usas up dated and ree sources - dats of the
third round of the Eurcpean Soclal Sureey (E55-2) mada
avallabla ot the baginning of J008, togather with nees
autoomes of teso Irtamationsl sursays of higher sducstion
gradustes REFLEX {condudted in 15 countrias in 20053008 and

CHEERS {oorducted In 12 courriss In 199819259, Mors
axtenshva data hawe enabled to updste and wetend snalyses of
thi first staga and to stempt ther dasper Imarprotation. In
ordar to wartfy the asumption that in progress from altte to
e and unkersal syetams of tertiary edudation Inequitks in
amess parskt, partly baing transfamed within tha systam, the
aralyses of acces have bsen carrled out ssparataly for three
main levals of tertlary education (thoss of ISCED BB, ISCED 54
short, and BCED 5A long oum ISCED & reepedivaly). Alo the ws
of REFLEX data opans further Insights into the Innar strat -
thon of tertlary educatlon systams In Europa.

At tha turn of 2008, the B'C corducted a major graduates
survay N tha Czech Rapublic whidh makes posibla to sxtand the
project further. In tha third staga, the analyss of tha Impad: of
famlily backgrourd will ba conslderably despaned by Introdues-
Irg resa characteristls (sudh a5 economic ard social sttuation of
tha family, tha support of parents ard teschars, school parfom-
aria, tha leal of spiratiors and motivation). The final sudy
fto be publehed at the erd of 2008) will foce on sxplaining the
dewalopmant and cuse of Inequities inthe Czech Rapublic
during tha last decades Ina Pan-Europsan perspaect bea; in
addition, it will comtain recommendations for the Coach
aduation policy.



HOW TO MEASURE INEQUITIES?

D tothe sk of the dats set svallabla from 55 (1-3) and
tha age span of respordants, it 15 possibla to designata sk age
oohorts dafining thosa who concluded ther studias during

a cartaln pericd of tima (that & during ons of the six decades:
18C0-1960, 19201870, 19701980, 1980-1950, 19002000,
2000-2007). Howawer, tha distribution of gradustes by sge
differs across countries, 2 confimed by analysing both the
DE@ databess and the

Analysis of Inequality
{m.g. Mordic countrias) Conceptual Model
whars studerts ara oldar
whwan corcluding thalr
studkes and their aga

oocupation has axarted the strongest Influenoa almost from tha
beginning of tha paried urder revkew. Thathres remalning
character bt 1cs are corsldarablyweaker ard almest of tha sama
magnitude today, although at tha beginning they dffarad a kot.
Thia father's education was the strongast of all, tha mothar's
aducation was Inamiddla posttlon, ard both hees baan
decreesng sirca. Tha mothar's cocupation wes the weakest ona,
but tha only ors that has baan steadily inoeasing.

THE EDUCATION LIFT MOVES IN BOTH
DIRECTIOINS

Tertlary sducation has bacoma an Important
factor affecting carmaer and posttion n
modarn socletlas, and trying to attaln b e
become one of main strategles of Intarge nans-

outoomas of REFLEX ard

CHEERS. Ini thoss countrias

differs a lot, tha age
oohorts represarting the
sams pariod of tima ara
dafined by oldar respord-
ants, are broadar and
more mutua lly overlap-
ping; In soma othar
oourirks (a.g. Balgum,
Franca or tha Unitad
Kingdom it s Just tha
oppaosta. s a rasult, tha
desigriation of age cohorts I

b 1o b diffarat for

e ]

Tha modal used for
tha analysk of Inaqualtty
In access to tartlary aducation In Eurcpe 15 a logistk regras-
slon modal with one binary axplained (targat) warlabla
axprassing whethar or niot a respordent achleved tartlary
sducation (Tartiary). &s saplaining warlables sarve tha
ascriptiva factors — occupation of tha father (DocF)ard of
tha mother (Do) when the respordant
wan 14 years of age, the highest leval of
sducation achkevad by the fathar (EduF) and
by tha mother (Edul), ard tha respondaent’s
garder (Gander). In this form tha modal
wans rapaatedly used to analysa slx desig-
ratad age cohorts of respordents In all 22
Eurcpsan countriss.

Tha aralysas have yallded a waalth of
reaults. Tha most Imiportamt or 15 that they
allowad tha EPC to construct one compra-
harsia Indax, describing the overall lewal of
Inaquity of accass to tertlary education In
Europs - tha Insquality Index, derlwed from
tha quality of tha modal Indicator. Tha
Indax assumes valuss wihin tha «<0; 100
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thon status traremission. i i Important to find,
hiwr most young peopls atta in t, and bow it 1s
transmittad from one ganeration to anothar.
Graduates of yerterday becoma parants of
todaywishing that their children attain ot
kst tha sama kel of education tomormoe.
Thia prasious groeth of tartisry aducstion
arffects tts future devalopment.

Thea expainslon of tertlary education
started In many European countries about fifty
years ago. Az & result, tha proportion of young
peoplawdth tartary aducation hes baan
corstantly and significantly Inoeesing, for
axampla from 12 % Intha 19505 mora than
tevkca to 23 ¥ In tha 19705, In familles whers
at bazst o of the parants hed attained
tertiary eduation, i was mostly reproduced Intha et
geraration {Irmerganeration stabilltywas greater than downe
ward mobllity). At the sama tims, howewar, tha axparslon of
tertiary sduction allowsed that & majortty of new studants mma
from famillas without thistradition {upsard mobilty).

Intergenearation mobility
Europs 1960-2007

Irtareal - tha higher the Indax, tha highar
tha Inequality In aocass to tertlary educa-
tlor.

Hinalyses aleo allow to datamine the
ralatiea strength and diffarant course of all

A%

four charactarktics of pararts. Tha fathers 1953- 1061

Inequality
access to tertiary education of

Index measures the

0190 19001930

level of inequality in
different groups of people

defined by their gender and education and occupation of

their parents.



“For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he
shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall
be taken away even that which he hath.”

(Matthew XXV:29)

Do tvthe pravicus dynamic developrmant The Inequallty Index

of tartlany education, tha proportion of gradu- :
waplind Copelinilan i =i European countries 1960-2007

sigritficantly InTreesed. Moreover, the axparsion

has bswn readhing s naturs | lmits and Hs paca it
has slowed dosm. 1t has besn far los thana
geraration ago, even though tha proportion of
graduates has Increasad from 28 % intha 1950

ta 33 % =t tha begirniing of this cantury. Az s

rasuilt, the propartion of familks whare dhildren L
of graduate parants have not bean abla to attaln
tartlary sducation hes nawased. In this demda
the dowrraand mobilty hes surpassed tha
stablltty for tha first tima, thus Inoeedrg soclal
tanslon ard frustration.

HIGHER EDUCATION FOR WHOM?

The developmant of the EPC Inequa Ity Irdax &
already guoted Inthe CECD synthests report a
Tartiary Education for the Knowledge Sadaty 111060 1R 1TM Iaa-1een T 1 WeL-TN RS20
2008). Crverall the loval of Irequity of socass to

tartary aducation In Eurcpe hes besn dedining

Intha kst fifty years but at different speads both across marksdly diffarert —they wara close to sverage valuss till the
countrias and at different pariods of tima. While tha reduction 19705, In tha 19805 grew quite stesply 11l tha turn of the camtury
of Ireaqusities wes very marked from tha 1950 to tha 1970 In &nd becama flat ard slightly demreasing aftarevards, distinctly
muost Europaan countries and reached ts loansst point over tha highar than svaragewvaluss and those of other groups of

15805, Inequa Itles than bagan to grow In soms countrias, courries. Tha courses of Inequalttikes of other countries mona or
reaching agaln tha lewal of the severttles and bacoming flat ard lass follorw thie course of average waluas but corsiderably differ
aven slightly daouasing ot thetum of tha cantury. The shady, In mesgrituds, and can ba didad again nto tao groups:
hovaarear, revea b coreidarable differences batwaan the countries Insqualities which ara distinctly smaller and thelr coursa 15

urdar rewlews which fall Into thres more or ks distinct groups. consktertly flatter (North-Wast), and those which are modar-
Thia cowrsa of Inequalttias In Exst Buropaan countrias [East) ertaly graabar (Sourth-¥Vest).

WHAT IS THE EPC AND HOW TO GET THE STUDY?

Q*j’lﬁf_;% CHARLES UNIVERSITY 1N FRAGUE

gr}_ FACUNTY OF EDUCATION

jiie5 EDUCATION POLICY CENTRE The new study (an Kouck); Alef Bartusek
% and Jan Kovafowvic Who s more equal?
Tha Education Policy Centr (Stisdisko wedalvac ol wes sat Access to European tertiary education during
upIn 1994 a5 an expart, sdeisory snd ressarch untt within tha last fifty years. EPC, Prague 2008) will ba
Faculty of Educstian, Charles Univarstty in Pragua. its main tasks available on request addressed to the EPC:
hwa Included analysing and evalusting tha dewslopment oftha
Czech education systam I an imbarnational parpadiva, satting it n jam koudop@pedf.ounicz

a widar social and economic cortent ard Idertfying new raguina-
mants on human resources. In tis research shudies tha EPC has

forumed particularly on tha relstion of educmtion to the economy WP PedF UK
and tha labour markst fhs trarsttion fram scheol ta work, ths Malatowa 17
posttion of gradustes on tha labour markst, articipation of 150 00 Praha 5
qualfication and skill nesds) ard to soclal cohsslon (@qutty ssues, Crech Republic

reglonal dis partties).



The expansion of tertiary education considerably helped
to reduce inequity during the fifties till the seventies,
today its influence has almost vanished.

WHO PROFITS FROM THE EXPANSIONT Exp ans Enn and 1nequaj'ﬁ'¥ index
European countries 1850-2007

Further, It has been posibleto matd the course of tha
Irequaltty Induex totha quanttat e axpansion of tertlary
aduotion. Tha table balow lustrates tha developmant In
Iredbvidual couniriss. Using a modification of the typalogy
conoabied by Martin Trow, tertary systerms ars categorised as
altte, whan the proportion of gradustes in the respectiva age
mohort s lowsar than 15 %, a1 mass with tha proportion of m
graduates rarging from 15 % to 30 %, ard as unkbareal, £8
whiera tha proportion of graduates axceads 30 %. The
mountries are orderad by the proportion of graduates In tha
populstion of 8 ghven age. Tha snalysks has been cirrlad out
for thres paricds of time {sach oowering teo decades) For CZ
sach of 13 courtries (and also for thelr urasighted sveraga) AT
ard for sach of thres periods the valua of Inequaltty Inde is
Irdiostad. 5

Memihan §%i
'

EPC shudy arabyses the dewalopment of Inequality In the
23 countries partklpating in E5SS surneys. Relathve to tha H
mursa of tha Inegquality Indax during tha six demdas of el
thia parkod 1950-2007, tha countrias fall Inta thrae masin o
groups: BAST = tha Czedh Republic (), Estonila (EE),
Hungany (HUY, Poland (PLY, Skovakia (SK), Sowanla (51,
Ukraira LW, MORTH-WEST = Austria (AT, Darmark i
LK}, Finlared (FD, Garmany ([DE), Iralard {IE), tha E
Nethariands (NL), Morasay (N0, Sweden (SE), tha Unitted =
Kingdom {GB) ard S50UTH-WEST = Eslgium [BE), Franca
[FR), Greecs (GR), Luembourg (LU, Portugal (PT), Spain
(E5), Sectizarlard (TH).
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Tha results confirm tha ssumptiors and go awen a bit
furthar by analysing the ralatlonship bebessen tha lewal of HL
gquantitativa devalopmaent of highar education and the level
of Inaquality of access to it Thers Is a certain, although not O
wary strong, link betansen the proportion of highar educrtion Ewropa
graduates In tha population ard the ndex of Inagualtty in E
amoess to teriary aducrtion. Thalr relatlorship, hoaswar, was L&
rapidly chargirg durirg the paricd examined. was by far o]
tha strongest In the first period, roughly in 1950019710, as tha NL
degras of quant it e developmant in Indwidusal courries 3E
sxplained half of the diffs ences batwaan thalr Inequaltty
Iredux lavals, Alrsady In 1950- 1250 the ink weakarsd slightly 1z}
ard since 15810 tha relationship hes almost deappaanad. Mot Ok
only ovarall Inequities parskt to s large dagres but they BE
mowa Insida the systerms of tertiary educstion, nosasing the A
differerca beberssn sectors, Instiutiors, keels or flelds of i
study. This Is confirmed by more datalled analyses canried
out saparataly for different sectors, kvals or types of tartlany L
aduotion.
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